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Professor N.L. Stephens, 

Dept Physiology, Faculty of Medicine, 

Basic Medical Sciences Building, 

730 William Ave, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

CANADA R3E3J7 

Dear Steve, 

What scientific attractions you can offer to tempt me to Winnipeg - 
including a Guth Lever. I saw one at the University of Salzburg which 
hadn't even been used. I had seen the forerunners of the tiny reaction 
chamber, optics and elegant mounting system at Heidelberg some years ago 
but had not seen the commercial product The experimental possibilities 
are enormous especially with more caged compounds becoming available - 
I gather that a camp compound has now been described. 

The winter semester break runs from Sat 30 th May to Sun 12th July 
1992 but the first three weeks are given over to a week's swot vac. 
followed by examination periods and some staff have to around - there is a 
reasonable expectation that I can be exempted for the Whole time but at 
worst should be able to manage three weeks which would give us time to 
open up a project 

Good news re. the Minaki meeting. My teaching duties normally 
commence in the first week of the new semester ie commencing Mon 13 th 
July. From my point of view a time slot for the meeting before Mon 13 th 
July would be best. It is generally possible to swap classes around in the 
first teaching week but after that it becomes very difficult and you would 
have to count me out. 

Airfares are an expensive item because From May to Sept it is peak 
time out of Australia and the cheapest fare is $3023 given the constraints 
of departure and return dates. The maximum that I will get from the 
overseas travel fund is $1500 plus registration fees so whatever you can 
assistance with will greatly save my pocket. Assistance with board and 
lodging expenses and an honorarium will be greatly appreciated. 

A talk at the Minaki meeting could be slanted to meet the type of 
session(s)-that you are planning. It could be on: 
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The role of the epithelium in modulating the responsiveness 
of airways smooth muscle during airway narrowing in the 
intact bronchial segment" 

This project area is well advanced and utilises many Of the the features 
offered by perfused bronchial segment technique - airway narrowing 
measurements to drugs and nerve stimulation in large and small airways 
with an intact epithelium at an optimal transmural pressure etc. We have 
produced epithelial disruption by mechanical means (stripping), chemical 
(major basic protein pt analogues) or proteolytic enzymes. It can 
incorporate wall properties/compliance and effects of age/development on 
airway narrowing. We have some data on human tissue. Some of this was 
reported at the CFBS at Kingston I realise. 

I hope to have a commercially available apparatus for measuring 
airway narrowing in airways from large and small animals by the end of 
this year. In conjunction with an Italian firm Ugo Basile Biological 
Research Apparatus we are presenting the finished product (I hope) at a 
meeting of the Australian Society for Clinical and Experimental 
Pharmacology here in Perth in December. 

An alternative paper could be given on: 

“The onset and maturation of contraction of airways smooth muscle 
during foetal development of the airways." 

This work hasn't proceeded all that far as yet but may well have by next 
July (getting foetal pigs at appropriate ages is a chancy operation). It 
would include the expression of isofoims of myosin, calpouiu arid SM22 in 
airways smooth muscle during development. 

1 don't mind which you choose - the other will be presented as a 
poster. 


Kindest regards, 



Malcolm 


P.S. no sign here of your earlier letter - was it posted airmail? About two 
to three letters a year go astray to and from North America and Europe 
that I subsequently hear about. 
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